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DEFENSE OF COL. EDWARD HILL. 

[Winder Papers, Virginia State Library.] 

Article 7. 

That the s d Hill coveteously minded to inrich himself by the 
ruin of us his Ma"™ subjects hath endeavored Moste arrogantly 
to smother, conceale, & invallid his Ma" M Moste gracious procla- 
mation of pardon and by menaces and threats extorted dyvers 
compositions, & rewards from dyvers of us (not to informe ag't 
them as he s d ) to procure theire pardon, namely from John Tate, 
Nevet Wheeler, John Sturdyvant, Thorn Milton, Sarah Week es, 
John Baxter & his wife, John Higgaldy & others, although he 
well knew the s d p'sons, and every of them were not absolutely 
pardoned by the King's proclamation and S r Will™ Berkleys 
likewise, And the better to effect this his designe causeth one of 
his creatures, or under officers to threaten some w" imprisonm' 
but for reading the King's proclamation, w " was sent from 
Swann's point, and the more to terryfy & frighten his s* Ma"" 
subjects into such composition w" 1 him as afore" 4 by harmes done 
to others in the like case. He the s d Edw. Hill: by his interest 
& prevailing w'" the s d S r Will™ Berkley procureth warrants to 
be to him directed from the s d S r Will"' Berkley for the seizing 
and securing the p'sons & estates of dyvers in this county, that 
had, and that he knew had, layd hold of & were pardoned by 
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the Govern' & the King's proclamation afore" 1 as namely Thorn. 
Blayton, Robb. Joanes, Anthony Havyland, Francis Wilks, and 
Jno. Sturdy vant, Nevet Wheeler, the two last of w° h by Composi- 
tion he released, or procureth theire discharge, Havyland & Wilks 
put in prison; this one sentenced to banishm', that one brought to 
greivous penalty & fine beyond possibility, and before either of 
them were brought to any answeare, or heard what they had to 
say for themselves. And as for the s d Blayton to worke his mal- 
lice on him for an old grudge, he the s d Hill bore him as will be 
proved to yo r noun™ he the s* Hill rigorously and unlawfully 
dealt w" him, plundering part of the s d Blayton' s goods, & in the 
like violent and unlawful mann' seizing & taking from him all his 
bookes of ace' deeds, leases, letters, and all other his writeings & 
papers whatsover, not soe much as sparing the papers in his 
pockets, y/'" w" his pistol cockt he forced from him, denying to 
let him keep a petition he had prepared & drawne to the Gov- 
ern' for his discharge, & other papers concerning the same mat- 
ter. As to Joanes, he the s" Hill's underofficer dealt w" 1 the like 
riggour & cruelty, taking away his servants, killing his stock, 
workeing his oxen and other hardships, all w ch proceeding of 
the s d Hill & his underoflficers are highly repugnant & deroga- 
tory to his sacred Ma"" moste gracious proclamation, Extended 
and granted to the poore inhabitants of this country, & contrary 
to the houn r & faith of the s" S r Will™ Berkley. 

The 7th is a very long article, filled with notorious falsyities, 
bitter agravations, as theire course is, and some truths w cb they 
have soe dresst that when I shall have shewed her in her naked- 
ness shee will appeare another thing. I shall freely owne my 
actings in every parte, and must & doe begg pardon for my 
faults, and though it is impossible to answeare, and cleare one's 
self in as few lines as one may be criminated in, yet I shall use all 
the brevity I cann. The first of agravation, and ye consequence 
of smothering, concealing & invalliding his Ma"" proclamation, 
is soe fals that neither them that writ it, nor any one els will 
aver it, and yo r honn™ may remember noe one could say soe; 
That John Tate did make suite to me on my first coming into 
the county (when I was Inventorying Blayton & Wheeler's es- 
tates) that I would not be harsh or severe w 1 " him is true, and 



DEFENSE OF COLONEL EDWARD HILL. 343 

that he did solicit me by Capt. Wyat, and alsoe by Jno. Harris, 
owneing he had deserved very much for his activeness in the re- 
bellion and was very conscious that I had suffered very great 
losses and that it was reasonable I should be reimburst, in order 
to w* h proffered me tenn bushells of wheat (knowing my owne 
was all destroyed soe that I had not bread to eat) and three 
hhds of tob*, and prayed that I would be his friend and mitigate 
the Govern™ anger, this to Capt. Wyat himself and Harris I doe 
deny, telling them I had noe orders from the Govern' concern- 
ing him & had nothing to say to him, but however, Tate think- 
ing that gifts mollify anger got Harris, one Mr. Field after that, 
to marke three hhds of Tob* w th my marke & name and tells 
me he would send me tenn bushells of wheat. Aboute tenn days 
after w*" I goe downe to Green Spring, there finde his Ma" c * 
proclamation of pardon w th the Govern' and finde that by both 
w^, Tate is w ,b in the pardon, and as I came up called at Tate's, 
& read him the King's pardon, tell him that I believed he would 
not be executed ag l in the Govern" pardon. The man & wife 
w" great joy give me many thanks; three or foure days after 
this having occasion to send my boate y' way bid them call at 
Tate's for the wheat w° b they did and brought, & some pease he 
sent, but what became of the tob* to this day I know not. I sent 
for it but the man's turned was served; as to Wheeler, I had 
comands from his houn' the Govern' to seiz Wheeler, Sturdy- 
vant, Blayton and Joanes, and seiz Inventory, and secure theire 
estates, w 011 I accordingly did. When I came to Wheeler after 
almost a day's search, many, & severall being out after him, he 
comes in where after I had told him my orders he submits; after 
some discourse of the business in hand, I told him he owes me 
two hhds of tob*, he tells me he thinks not, but he would be 
willing to pay me one w ob was then rec'd w" 1 my marke, after 
w oh the estate was Inventoryed, a great part of it that night, & 
the tob* struck w" 1 a broad arrow the next morning. I come 
again to Wheeler, then he proffered me that I should have 
another hhd; but neither of them removed, but incerted in the 
Inventory to be p'sented the Govern' and Grand Assembly w' k 
these notes on them, and there left to theire wisdomes to Judge 
whether that tob* belongs to me or not, and that tob* not re- 
moved till after the s d Wheeler was discharged and cleared from 
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the King, and although perhaps Wheeler doeth not now believe 
he (owed) the full of them two hhds, yet my bookekeeper (is 
prepared) to make oath that Wheeler's debt to me is Eight 

hundred [ ] of tob" & caske, but may it please yo' houn" 

Wheeler [ ] agrieved, onely the good peeple were agrieved 

because they thought Wheeler had been thankfull for my civili- 
tyes. As to Sturdyvant, he was sumoned to sweare whether he 
had been civill to gratify my wife for begging his life, and must 
be inquired into whether in truth he did not make an offer of I 
know not what, and the man put his oath sweares he never 
proffered anything, nor was ever asked anything, but that 
truely out of good gratitude did p'sent five hhds of tob", and that 
this man is not grieved, but the peeple,. or rather Mr. Mings & 
Mr. Blayton. As to Thorn: Milton, he was was never put in 
prison. Sarah Weeks, an Idle, infamous slutt to the highest 
degrees, of robing, thieving, and whoreing, &c, I put under 
guard for a time. Jno. Baxter, John Higgaldy were moste 
notorious traytors & rebells taken prisoners, and not w^in the 
Govern™ pardon to Coll" Bridger, w " is that they must meane, 
for they were prisoners before his Ma" e " came in, or the Govern" 
proclamation came out. Baxter and wife I put under guard, & 
after to prison, and Higgaldy was sent there by Capt. Mallory's* 

* Captain Mallory was probably Thomas Mallory, aged 40 years, who 
made a deposition in 1676 in regard to the conduct of Edward Hill. 
Thomas Mallory appeared, along with Roger, Philip, Nathaniel, Sr., 
Nathaniel, Jr., William, and Elizabeth Mallory, as head-rights to a grant, 
April 29, 1668, to Thomas and Henry, sons of John Batte, deceased. 
This John Batte married Martha, daughter of Thomas Mallory, Dean of 
Chester, and his sister, Catherine Batte, married Rev: Philip Mallory, 
son of the Dean. Roger Mallory was the ancestor of the Elizabeth City 
family of this name, and it is probable that the descendants of Captain 
Thomas Mallory lived in Prince George, which was formed from Charles 
City. Francis Mallory was sheriff of Prince George 1705, and died in 
1719. His will, dated last day of February, 1718, and proved in Prince 
George August 11, 1719, names his wife, Elizabeth (to whom he gives 
the land where he lived, with remainder to his son, John), son, Francis 
(to whom he gives his other lands in Prince George and Surry), and 
daughters, Elizabeth, Ann, Mary, and Martha. Persons of the name, 
who were probably descendants of Francis Mallory, settled in Bruns- 
wick county. Roger Mallory, Jr., a native of Prince George, married in 
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warrant, the full answer for w ch I shall give in my answeare to 
the ninth article. 

As to the story of my creatures threatening imprisonment 
to them that read the King's proclamation that came from 
Swann's point I knew it not. As to my procuring a warrant 
directed to myself I doe profess (as I never did, nor ever will 
deny his moste sacred Ma"" Govern" comands to me) soe have 
I never been 'pressing for either houn' or trouble. I have s d be- 
fore that I had Comands to seiz Blayton, Joanes, Studyvant, & 
Wheeler, but Joanes was secured before by Capt. Lucy, by the 
comands of Coll" Bridger, and onely the estate Inventoryed by 
me. Havyland and Wilks I never had order concerning, but I 
thinke were taken and carried to Mag r Ew™ Browne's guard in 
Surry county, although had I had comands, I should have 
surely taken those two. As to my releassem' of Sturdyvant & 
Wheeler, I have answeared, but when I consider what a great 
grievance it is (that such notorious villaines as Havyland and 
Wilks should have small punishm 1 , when indeed they deserved 
death) makes me wonder at theire spirits, and makes me thinke 
sometimes that I am w'" all the world mistaken (these were not 
rebells) first Havyland was the first onely active man that ap- 
peared on the stage of rebellion to gather peeple togeather; his 
wife, an excellent divulger of news, was sente poste up & downe 
the country, as Bacon's Emissary, to carry his declarations and 
papers, and noe better man (then Haveyland) found, as is s 4 to 
indite the first declaration set forth for the rebellion, w ch was 
absolute treason, desiring all peeple to Joyne w 1 " them, and I 
must say that Blayton comended it to me as an absolute piece 
and sent it to me, w oh I imediately carry'd to the Govern'. 
Havyland, innocent man, went to the Occancuches, and was 
one of the forward men to quarrell for the beaver, of w ch (onely 
he) had some, continues still in his rebellion, goes along w* his 



Brunswick, about September 24, 1788, Tabitha Baugh. A marriage 
license was issued in Brunswick May 24, 1786, to William Mallory and 
Sarah Atkins. James B. Mallory was a member of the House of Del- 
egates from Brunswick 1820, 1826, 1827, 1836 (and possibly other years), 
and of State Senate 1838, &c. R. M. Mallory was a member of the 
House of Delegates from Brunswick, and county judge about 1873. 
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Capt, Joanes and company downe to Surry, where meeting w lb 
poore honest Thorn. Moore, moste manfully shootes him through 
the body, leaving him weltring in his blood, and when some 
(more Christain) p'suaded him to have dressed him (the s" 
Moore) being a surgeon, sweares this (then Bacon's oath) damn 
him, would never dress the wounds he made; but should I tell 
all his & Wilkes, theire faults (as very a villain as himself) I 
should stain sheets of paper; tis sufficient for me I was not con- 
cerned neither in their imprisonm' nor theire discharge, although 
I have fresh cause of wonder at their imprudence, to tax the 
proceeding of it when they would be very unwilling I am certain 
to stand theire tryall, onely I must say in comon esteemation 
Havyland is worth fifty thous" hds of tob° and is fined five 
thous" to the King; p'haps not half soe much as he hath stolne, 
and as for Wilk's banishm' he came in last yeare, and hath 
nothing to be banished from, and onely wants a budget to make 
him a Tinker again; but when Mr. Blayton is to speake for 
himself & his owne sufferings, then he thunders it, then all that 
is done to him is rigorous, plundering, and violent, &c. I shall 
vv lb all sincerity and truth tell the story of my proceedings w" 1 
him, although it may seem tedious and impertinent, yet it will 
shew the truth. 

When his houn r was pleased to give me his comands for the 
take of Blayton, &c, Capt. Robert Morris was then at Green 
Spring, and had made a complaint ag' me to the Govern r for 
takeing Baxton, who he p' tended was w' h in his pardon in that 
comission given Coll" Bridger & him, w° b I denyed, and soe 
made it appeare, but all that time Capt. Clemans being alsoe by 
I told his houn r that if Capt. Morris was soe concerned for one 
that was not w lb in the pardon how would he be when Blayton 
and the rest were taken. His houn" answeare was I should fol- 
low my comands, it was not in theire comission to pardon such 
notorious villains & traytors. I then spoke to Capt. Morris, 
and asked him if he heard what the Govern' say d who answeared 
yes, I then prayed him not to give Blayton notice of it, for it 
would hinder the performance of the Govern™ comands, w ch he 
made me a promise to do; the next day I goe home & I thought 
Sturdyvant the moste dangerous p'son, to make either escape 
or disturbance, haveing been maj r & chiefe comander of our 
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county in the rebellion, and haveing been a trader w lb the In- 
dians to whome he mought goe. I goe first w ch a file of solj" & 
take and secure him, when I return home w " was the same 
night, I finde a letter from Blayton, wherein he gives me an ace' 
that knoweing the Govern" comands to me, that he had fled to 
Capt. Morrice for his protection, and that he was on board the 
Prince (w* a great many good words to me) and prayes to see 
me; the next day Capt. Morris comes, tells me the same story 
Blayton had, & sayth his ship should be his prison, after I had 
told him I had the Govern" comands to take him, and would 
whereever I found him, that he should make noe place a protec- 
tion ag' the Govern" comands, and that I would not be baffled, 
and indeed was not well pleased to be so. dealt w" all between 
Capt. Morris & Mr. Blayton. After many words I was p'suaded 
at laste to promise Capt. Morris that Blayton should remaine 
aboarde him as my prisoner, he giveing me receipt for him, in 
order to w oh he promised to be on boarde ye next day and when 
I came to give me such receipt; the next day comes, I goe 
aboarde, there finde Mr. Blayton & Mr. Mings, but Capt. Mor- 
ris not there. I inquire where he was, am answeared by the 
mate he was gone ashore, but would be there p'sently. I stayed 
w'" out soe much as discourse halfe an houre, then told Mr. Blay- 
ton he knew my business, I had the Govern" comands to seiz 
him. He told me he knew I had, prayed me to stay awhile, 
Capt. Morris would be on boarde p'sently. I told him I could 
stay but a little while, I had business that I must doe that night; 
that I had promised Capt. Morris that he should remaine on 
boarde a prisoner, on receipt of him & that if the mate would 
give noe receipt for him then I told Mr. Blayton he must expect 
to goe along w" me; the mate answeared he would not let him 
goe out of the ship unless the master was there. W" 1 that I 
rose up in some passion, and w lh my hand on Blayton his shoul- 
der that by virtue of the Govern" warrant, I seized him in his 
ma"" name my prisoner, and demanded his papers, and to see 
what he had in his pockets; he readily pulls out his papers, 
delivers them to me, but first desires to see my warrant, and did 
soe, then I would have him from aborde, but he, Mr. Mings and 
the mate prayes me not to be soe passionate, that I had mistaken 
the mate, and that the mate would give a receipt for him, and 
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prayed me to stay a little. I did, the time loytered, at last the 
receipt was writ, and the mate called to signe, and then he was 
off again and would not signe the receipt; then I told Mr. Blay- 
ton if I could not have a receipt I must have him; the mate 
made answeare & swore but I should not; then (I must confess) 
in a passion, I clapt my thumb on the cock of my pistel (but 
did not cock it) & vowed I would have him. The mate riseth 
up, Blayton gets behind him, many words past, and then the 
mate would give receipt w" 1 many excuses. Well, the receipt 
is againe writeing, and then comes Capt. Morris, to whome 
I give a shorte ace' and desire to know if he will give such receipt 
as I shall think fit. He sayth he will, and doeth. Blayton 
desires his papers, I tell him noe. His pocket booke was ace 
of his estate w ch I am to take ace 1 off, his other papers were his 
confession of his treason & rebellion. He desires a petition (he 
had prepared for the Govern') and has it; that night after I had 
seized Joanes estate, and left one to Inventory it. In the night I 
went over the river to Martin Brandon that soe I might surpriz 
Wheeler. When I came into the Neck at one Sharpes, to in- 
quire the way to Wheelers, followes me imediately into the 
house a yong man, who I had observed w" Blayton aboard the 
ship that day. He inquires the way for Mr. Blayton' s. I be- 
gin to suspect Blayton had by him sent some message to his 
wife, w ch I founde true after some discourse, for he produceth 
me a note from Mr. Blayton to his wife, that whatever she did 
she should hyde all the papers from me, as the note will make 
appeare. I march away in the night to Wheeler's, hopeing to 
finde him at home, but miss; set sentinells that noe intellegence 
goe out, the next morning keep sentinells, &c, Guard there; 
take one Mr. Field & two solj" more, goe to Mr. Blayton' s, 
there w" 1 all the civillity might be, told Mrs. Blayton my busi- 
ness, put the broad arrow on the dwelling house, praye her to 
give an Inventory of the estate to Mr. Field, w"" she promised, 
and did. I did not staye a quarter of an houre, but raised men 
and sought after Wheeler. Field Inventorys the Estate, as he 
gave him, noteth on the marg 1 of the Inventory who those goods 
are (said by her) to belong — passing by the house he calls to me, 
tells me the soldj" would desire a paire of shoes & stockings, I 
bid that they have them & that they be noted downe in the In- 
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ventory: to sume up this tedious tale, tooke what powder and 
shot was there, & armes both for horse and foote, & papers un- 
looked over & brought away w th us, the other whole estate left 
in the house w" 1 Mrs. Blayton. Some Keyes were brought away 
all w eh is returned and this is the plundering & strange usage 
Mr. Blayton hath suffered, twould doe well to make a noyse in 
England to his imployers, when in truth he hath not lost one 
brass farthing nor the worth of it. As to Joanes that is s* to be 
strangely used by my officer, I know they meane Capt. Levey, 
that tooke him by Coll Bridger's order, I am sure can answeare 
for what he hath done. And indeed how precisely just would 
they be dealt w'" all, and how would they make the least slip 
highly repugnant, & derogatory to his sacred Ma'"* moste gra- 
cious proclamation of pardon, never considering theire owne 
crimes, & how repugnant they were to all loyalty, Christainity, 
and humanity, as if his Majestye intended to forgive his rebbells 
theire great crimes, and have his loyall subjects called to a severe 
ace' for the least slip they have made amiss in Executing the 
Govern™ Comands although to the best of theire understanding, 
w " I doe most humbly leave to yo r houn" wisdomes, &c. 

(to be concluded.) 
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[The originals of these letters are preserved among the Ludwell 
MSS., now in possession of the Virginia Historical Society. The Philip 
Ludwell to whom they are addressed was the second of that name. 
See Virginia Historical Magazine, Vol. I, p. 178.] 

London, the 3rd July, 1717. 
Dear Sir: 

I had the honour to write to you very lately, but several 
things having occurred since, create you this new trouble. I 
don't know what steps the Leiut: Governor may have made on 
that side towards Peace: but by his letters, and particularly by 



